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Science at The Albany Conferences 


Rapidly evolving, state-of-the-art science 
is at the heart of the Conferences’ sue- ' 
cess. Organizers select a different topic 
■for each meeting. To be considered, top¬ 
ics must be on the leading edge or offer a 
fresh perspective on a familiar theme, and 
be practical as well as theoretical; they 
are on-target repeatedly. Each year those 
attending reap the benefits of participat¬ 
ing in science in the making. 

















The ability to forecast the topical is 
matched, meeting-to-meeting, by the 
facility to attract speakers whose stature 
is acknowledged around the world and 
who come because they can both teach 
and learn. It is the interdisciplinary 
nature of The Albany Conferences that 
forges the learning experience. Within 
broad themes, there is room for diversi¬ 
fication. Clinical geneticists rub elbows 
with molecular geneticists; industrial 
fermentation specialists with immunolo¬ 
gists; computer scientists with microbi¬ 
ologists. From this array of participants 
flows a new vision. Relationships are ' 
created and original ideas emerge. 














At The Albany Conferences, a scientist /... 
might tackle a problem in his or her field 
by considering an approach from another 
scientist's field; sometimes what they 
.learn Is that they are both part of a ' 
new field.. ■’ •' , 
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Site of The Albany Conferences 
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The setting of The Albany Conferences is 
a Walden Pond wired for the 20th century: 
remote and rustic, but also comfortably 
modern. 

The Rensselaerville Conference Center in 
Rensselaerville, New York, is truly a place 
apart. Located 27 miles southwest of 
Albany, New York, in a small community 
(population 300) founded in 1787, the 


66 The small size 
of the meeting 
and the 
Rensselaerville 
site combined to 
optimize the free 
interchange of 
ideas. 99 


Thomas R. Cech, Ph.D. 
University of Colorado 


center provides a haven removed from 
the pressures and distractions of more 
populous settings. The Catskill and 
Berkshire Mountains frame the vista, 
creating a restful backdrop for a gathering 
that invigorates the intellect. The spacious 
grounds offer tennis, volleyball and other 
activities, as well as refuges for solitude, 
such as a waterfall just a short hike away. 
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Isolation as a stimulus for reflection 
would be wasted were it not matched by 
attention to comfort. Whether in the 19th 
century carriage-house-turned-restaurant, 
the modem or antique-appointed bedrooms 
or the spacious pavilion, the center is 
attuned to the total needs of participants. 
The staff is attentive but unobtrusive, and 
the service efficient. 

The Albany Conferences thrive in the remote¬ 
ness and smallness of Rensselaerville, but, 
occasionally, a particular topic creates 
such heightened demand that an alternate, 
larger site is required: At such times, the 
extensive facilities at the Empire State 
Plaza, a modern governmental complex in 
downtown Albany, are available. 
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Spirit of The Albany Conferences 

Intermingling scientific disciplines enhances 
a sense of discovery, while three elements 
of the Conferences foster a spirit of collabo¬ 
ration: composition, structure and size. 

Academia, government and industry are all 
represented at The Albany Conferences. 
There are people with products in the 
pipeline and people with no pipeline; some 
are motivated by basic science and others 
by medical crises in search of solutions. All 
are active in laboratories and have some¬ 
thing to share: a perspective, a technique, 
even a problem. 

From Thursday evening's keynote address 
through Sunday morning’s final talk, the 
two-and-a-half days are filled with infor¬ 
mation. Plenary sessions in the morning 
and evening ensure that everyone hears ' 
the same presentations, and unscheduled 
afternoons provide ample time for spon¬ 
taneous interplay. Everyone listens 
together, everyone eats together; that 
proximity sparks new relationships. 



Finally, the meetings are deliberately and 
purposefully small: 100 to 150 participants. 
By limiting size, exchange is encouraged 
on all levels. At an Albany Conference, 
three eminent researchers, two postdoc¬ 
toral fellows and a doctoral student might 
gather in conversation. That does not 
happen readily at larger meetings. Here, 
the possibilities are endless. 
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66... it was an 
excellent 

scientific meeting 
and thoroughly 
enjoyable. 

The speaker 
and attendees 
included a good 
mix of industry, 
academia and 
students in 
surroundings 
that stimulated 
good interactions 
between all 
concerned. 

I look forward 
to my next 
conference 1 . 99 




Julian E. Davies, Ph.D. 
The University of 
British Columbia 
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THE CONEESRBNCE will begin with tux opening on Thursday evening* October 6. There will be morning tmd evening sessions oh the following two days,and a moming^Jr^p| 
a>&ton on^ 9. Afternoon* will include time for Informal dbcutoloiis, workshops, viewing contributed posters, recreation and walks through. the ^tird^ue. 

ofRen^elnerville amt surrounding hill country. Tim Rcmseluerviilc Conference Center h o modem facility located 27 mile* southwest of Albany* New York USA. •. ** ; 

1 . • . • .1 l . - ‘ H : ■ 

CONFERENCE FEE: $475 includes registration, accommodations (doubler occupancy), meals and transportation between the conference center and Albany Airpoit. A limited - 3 
! ' (firsc come, first served basts) number olsingle occupancy accommodation* arc available tor an additional $100. Please note 'Five Albany Conferences mul the Renrseincrville ! .1*4 
; Confcrehcc Center do not accept credit cauls. ; i:; ' 3 -A & ■ '.I' :::\i‘M 




Registration fee and application required by August 15,1994. Registration is limited! All abstracts and statements of research interest will be reviewed, by the organising 
;conmiitree prior to acceptance. You will be notified of your status by August 22. . 3 

-!F0^’l'i)nRiTiHQ3R INFORMATION call conference coordinator Carole Keith: 1*518*442*4327 « FAX 1*518*442*4767 a Email: atroie©imca:24tlbanyedu 
. write: 1994 Albany Conference, PO Box 8836, Albany, NY 12208*0836 USA ‘ • ' 
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